Fall 2018
…a planting of the LORD for the display of His splendor. Isaiah 61:3

The love of
a family is
life’s greatest
blessing...

Our Casa Juliana children are finally experiencing life as a real family. Our Romanian staff member Remi Derta, and
his wife Emily, a US Missionary from Allen
Texas, became full-time house parents in
April 2018. This is what they have to say
about the emotional and spiritual transformation their children have begun.
Progress can be slow and can sometimes
feel a bit like a roller coaster, but when we
think back over the last six months, we
can see positive changes in the kids’ attitudes and behavior. When we first moved
in, the kids were having meltdowns and
tantrums almost daily. But now, a full on
meltdown is pretty rare. I’m sure that’s
partly because the kids were adjusting to
us in the beginning and acting out, but
also I think they’re learning to better re-

gulate and handle their emotions. We’ve
also noticed they get along better with
one another now and usually play nicely
with one another (although this is still something we’re working on). We’ve seen a
lot of spiritual growth in the kids as well,
especially in terms of their interest about
God and spiritual matters. We pray with
them every night before bed, talk about
things God teaches us in his word, and
encourage them to participate and be a
part of our church, and they do all these
things eagerly and with joy.

now and are so much better behaved
now. Slowly but surely, their hearts and
minds are healing from their pasts.
Emily and Remi – fostercare parents
of the Casa Juliana children

Some days it definitely feels like we’ve
made so little progress, and the kids still
have some behavioral issues we need to
work on, but we also hear from people
around us how the kids seem happier
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Larisa turns 18! A celebration in Ogra!

”We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we forget that he
is someone today.”
-Stacia Tauscher

In our everyday work we primarily focus on the future
of the children and sometimes forget to celebrate their
accomplishments in the present.
In October, there was a beautiful celebration in the Ogra
program. Larisa, one of the teenage girls who is attending high-school in town, turned 18. In Romania, turning
18 is very important as it celebrates the coming of age,
when people usually have a big party at a restaurant
where they invite their family and friends. Livada really
wanted to help Larisa celebrate her birthday, so we helped her organize this party at a restaurant near Ogra. It
was so nice to see her family and friends from Ogra dance and eat and have fun with her friends from school. It
felt like two worlds collided.
Larisa really enjoyed her day, she had her hair and makeup done, and she hired a professional photographer to
take pictures to document this special day.
Larisa continues to be such a good example for her family and for her community, she is very ambitious and
even though getting to her senior year wasn’t easy, she
never gave up; she pushed forward. It is a huge accomplishment for a child from the gypsy community to make
it this far in school.
Eunice Tinca – Prevention of Abandonment Coordinator

Life at the Baby Hospital for Baby Janos
Meet Janos. He came to us in 2016 at the age of 2 months. When he first
arrived, he had a very bad fungal infection covering large parts of his body,
presumably due to severe neglect, and an incredibly bad diaper rash. He
was understandably upset and miserable at being left in an unfamiliar
environment with strangers, and he was not used to being bottle fed.
In time, Janos became accustomed to his new living conditions, and his
skin healed. (This left a blotchy complexion as the new skin was pale and
did not match the old, more tanned skin!) As he grew, he learned to roll
over, sit up, smile, and play, as babies do. The introduction of solid foods
did NOT meet with his approval, and he let us know about his feelings
very loudly. But apart from those protests, he was generally a happy child,
with a huge smile (though not always for the camera!)
He went home briefly when he was 7 months old, but was back after
about 2 days. Then in June last year, at the age of 11 months, he went
home again.
At the beginning of March this year, Janos’s younger brother Razvan arrived at the hospital at two months old, and a few weeks later, Janos was
suddenly back as well. After being gone for nearly 9 months, he had forgotten us and was of course distressed at once again being abandoned
in unfamiliar surroundings. A distinct tendency to aggression towards the
other children, as well as 2 black eyes and several cuts made us wonder
what had happened to him while he was at home …. Again, we patiently
worked with him to soothe his fears and encourage him to accept us, and
let us love him.
As he came to trust us, he grew in confidence. When he came back, he
was not standing or walking by himself yet. Now, 6 months later, Janos
is a playful, energetic little boy, and one of his favourite things to do is to
run around the playroom. He is currently the oldest of our kids at the
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hospital, and like any toddler, he doesn’t like hearing “no” and can throw a
tantrum!!! But in a good mood, he has the biggest smile. He loves the cars,
building blocks, stackable cups, and “dancing” (usually to his own music.)
He also chatters away, largely unintelligibly – for some unknown reason,
his favourite word is “ow ?”
He has met his little brother on several occasions, though he has no concept of who this particular baby is. It was a pleasure to celebrate Janos’
second birthday in July. Now we wait to see what the future will hold for
these boys.
Jo Fletcher – Craddle Care Australian Missionary

Year End Giving
Goal
We cannot continue the life-changing ministry in Mures county, in the
heart of Transylvania, without your continuied partnership. Would you
prayerfully consider a year end contriburion to ensure the ongoing support of the orphans we all hold so dear to our hearts?

Babies enjoying the play room at the baby hospital.

Our goal is $100,000 to enter 2019 in a strong position to:
Continue to support the baby hospital staff to take babies like Janos and
help him grow and thrive in his current environment.
Continue to support Remi and Emily as they care for the six Casa Juliana
children as their own. Teaching them what it means to be a true family,
and bring them up in the way they should go.
Continue our Follow Up ministry to vulnerable children in state run group
homes. Showing them the love of Jesus, and teaching them that they
have been adopted into a heavenly family that will never leave them.

Casa Juliana children on the first day of school.

Continue to provide therapy and help to our foster-to-adopt families, who
have taken babies and toddlers into their homes and are raising them as
their own.
Continue the life changing prevention of abandonment ministry in the
gypsy village, Ogra, so that we can celebrate with more young women
like Larisa.
As we celebrate all that God has provided this incredible ministry during
2018, please join us as we plan for 2019 to be a year of growth and provision for Livada Orphan Care, and the children we treasure.

Children in the Ogra village receiving new school supplies.

Children from a State Group home enjoying ice cream
after a day at Livada summer camp.

Foster-to-Adopt birthday celebration.
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Our Team
Meet our newest board members who have committed to
faithfully serve the orphans with their time and talents!

Sarah Flowers

Dave Gillogly

David Wooten

Sarah Flowers is an attorney in Washington,
DC focused on corporate law. She holds a
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting from the University of Oklahoma, a
Masters in Public Accounting from the University of Texas at Austin, a Master of Law (LL.M.)
from the University of Cambridge (U.K.) and
a Juris Doctorate from Harvard Law School.
She has been involved with Livada since 2011
and with orphan care ministry in Romania
from her teen years. She lives with her husband, Heath, and her son, Andy, in Arlington,
Virginia.

Dave is currently global vice president of clinical operations at Mylan Pharmaceuticals
in Pittsburgh, PA. He leads a team of about
75 professionals who conduct all aspects of
Phase I through Phase IV clinical trials. He
has previous leadership roles in finance, consulting, and outsourcing within the life sciences industry. His educational background
includes studies from the University of Kansas, Wichita State University, and Harvard Business School. On the personal side, he has
been married to Marilyn for 33 years and has
six children ages 12 - 24. He is originally from
the Kansas City area, but has lived in Chicago and New Jersey for significant portions of
time as well.

David joined the Lifeline staff in September of
2012, having admired the work of this ministry for years. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology and Bible/Theology from
Crichton College in Memphis, his hometown.
He also has a Master of Divinity degree from
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
and is an ordained pastor with twenty-four
years of experience as a pastor. He has served
on the boards of several nonprofit ministries.
David has been married since 1985 and together with his wife, has five children. He has
been to Romania over a dozen times leading
ministry trips, speaking at marriage conferences with his wife, and training pastors. David
is excited to be involved with Livada Orphan
Care because of the ministry’s passion to proclaim the Gospel and serve vulnerable children in Romania.

Livada Orphan Care 2001 W Plano Parkway Suite 3430 Plano, Texas 75075 972-941-4416
Melissa Newton
Operations Manager
Admin@Livada.org

Jennifer Howard
Finance Manager
Finance@Livada.org

For real-time updates on the happenings of Livada Orphan Care, follow our facebook page, or sign up to be on our email list!
Livada.org - Facebook.com/LivadaOrphanCare
Livada Orphan Care is a registered 501 c (3) charity # 01-0576849
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